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compromised by any significant conflict of interest.  For this purpose, the term "conflict 
of interest" means any financial or other interest which conflicts with the service of 
the individual because it (1) could significantly impair the individual's objectivity or 
(2) could create an unfair competitive advantage for any person or organization.

The term "conflict of interest" means something more than individual bias. There must be 
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mailto:avanerp@healtheffects.org


COI form, Page 2 of 3
July 2020 

The term "conflict of interest," as used here applies to current interests as well as any 
such interests that may have existed during the past TWO years.  It does not apply to 
possible interests that existed earlier than the past two years or that may arise in the future 
but do not currently exist, because such future interests are inherently speculative and 
uncertain.  For example, a pending formal or informal application for a particular job is a 
current interest, but the mere possibility that one might apply for such a job in the future 
is not a current interest.  

Please read the following questions and indicate your answers on the last page: 

1. FINANCIAL INTERESTS.
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including partnerships (but excluding broadly diversified mutual funds and any
investment or financial interests valued at less than $10,000), do you or, to the best of
your knowledge others with whom you have substantial common financial interests (such
as family members or business partners), currently have or, during the past one year have
had, financial investments that could be affected, either directly or by a direct effect on
the business enterprise or activities underlying the investments, by the outcome of the
current HEI project?

(b) Taking into account real estate and other tangible property interests, as well as
intellectual property (patents, copyrights, etc.) interests, do you or, to the best of your
knowledge others with whom you have substantial common financial interests, currently
have or, during the past one year, have had property interests that could be directly
affected by the outcome of the HEI project?
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of your spouse), or the financial interests of your employer (for example, your
department or university) or clients (or the financial interests of your spouse's employer
or clients) be directly affected by the outcome of the HEI project?

(d) Taking into account research funding and other research support (e.g., equipment,
facilities, industry partnerships, research assistants and other research personnel, etc.),
could your current research funding and support (or that of your close research colleagues
and collaborators) be directly affected by the outcome of the HEI project?

(e) Could your service as a consultant or investigator for HEI create a specific financial
or commercial competitive advantage for you or others with whom you have substantial
common financial interests?
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(a) To the best of your knowledge, will being a consultant for HEI enable you to obtain
access to a competitor's or potential competitor's confidential proprietary information?

(b) If you are or have ever been a government employee in any country, state or province,
or employed by an intergovernmental organization (either civilian or military), to the best
of your knowledge are there any conflict of interest restrictions that may be applicable to
your service in connection with this HEI project?

(c) If you are a U.S. Government employee, are you currently employed by a federal
agency that supports HEI or are you an employee of any other current sponsor of HEI?
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